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ABOUT THE EDITOR
The Early Deadline Looms

Petitions to run for Cape May County Freeholder aren’t due until April, but letters
of intent to run for Freeholder are due to the Cape May County Regular Republican
Organization (CMCRRO) on or before February 15, 2010. And, according to a newly
minted set of by-laws posted on the CMCRRO website, that same letter must be
delivered to the prospective candidate’s local municipal leader as well.

Up this year are Ralph Bakley and Jerry Thornton. If Bakley is a long-serving
Freeholder, Thornton is a fixture. Bakley comes out of Lower Township, one of the
County’s most committeeperson-rich communities. Thornton is attributed to
Middle Township. Those geographical references have relevance on the
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Freeholder level. In Cape May County all the Freeholder’s run at-large. That
means, theoretically, you could have a Freeholder elected out of a town like, say,
Avalon, which typically produces only a few hundred votes and has few committee
people, but no Freeholder out of a place like Ocean City, which produces thousands
of votes and has dozens of committeepeople. Actually, this is not entirely
theoretical. Ocean City does not have a Freeholder and hasn’t had one since Jeff
Van Drew knocked off Mark Videtto in 2000. For ten years there has been an
undercurrent of discontent in Ocean City over that fact. Ralph Sheets came out of
the Wildwoods but left Five Mile Beach long ago, leaving the Wildwoods grumbling
for a seat as well.

The typical year sees the incumbents file their letters with all others deferentially
stepping aside. Two years ago, Will Morey of Morey’s Piers in Wildwood
submitted a letter and completed the screening process through the
committeepeople of each town. In the end, the incumbents, Dan Beyel and Ralph
Sheets prevailed handily.

One of the reasons the incumbents prevailed is because there is no governmental
justification for knocking out any of the incumbent Freeholders. The County of
Cape May is genuinely well run, has kept taxes low and has employed Conservative
tactics like privatization and downsizing to keep the cost of government under
control. And when there is no governmental justification like high taxes or official
misconduct for replacing an elected official, a challenge comes down to the
ambition of the challenger.

2010 has its share of rumors swirling. There has been talk for months (if not years)
of one or another of the incumbents moving on. There is talk of a candidate out of
Lower Township ready to enter the fray. And there are rumblings out of Ocean
City that one of their own may end up submitting a letter of intent. But these are
rumors we have all heard pretty much every year since the beginning of time.

If the incumbents want to continue, it becomes a very difficult proposition for a
challenger. The CMCRRO lost control of Ocean City for all intents and purposes
when it did not field Council candidates in recent elections and allowed a Democrat
to become Mayor of the most important town in the County. If Ocean City is town
A, then Lower Township is A.1. The CMCRRO lost control of Lower in the 2008
election when the Republican Column candidates were knocked off by two
Independents. A single challenger out of Lower is not likely to command any
committee votes out of Ocean City and vice versa, since each town wants a



Freeholder. And with each town out of Organization control, putting the numbers
together becomes very difficult.

But, this year could be different. The new bylaws call for a type of convention, “All
candidates seeking support of this organization, having filed all letters of intent,
shall present themselves to a Republican forum presided over by the County
Chairperson. On that occasion, the County Chairperson shall ask the leaders to cast
a preference vote.” This is a brand new process and one that might encourage
challengers.

It is February 1*'. No challenger has yet to declare. No incumbent has come out
and said he is not going to run. It will be very interesting to see what happens on
February 15™. Do we see two letters or more? And if there are only two, are they
from the two incumbents or from new candidates or some combination of old and
new that has been arranged? While February 15" always holds out the possibility
of serious political drama, it usually comes and goes with no fireworks. In two
weeks we’ll know if this year will be more like a regular mundane Monday or the
Fourth of July.

The New Jersey Page

Capeo May County - Joersey - National - Political Blog

=
Bt L
- el

'l
%

THE REEF TRAP




Over the course of the past several years, the federal government has assisted
(read: given money to) certain coastal states to create artificial reefs. New Jersey is
one of them. The condition for this federal “assistance” was that the reefs would
be dedicated to the use of recreational fishermen. What that amounts to is that
the artificial reefs would be easy points for headboats, partyboats and various non-
commercial fishing vessels to punch into their GPS navigation units and be virtually
guaranteed to put their patrons over the fish. That use to be the purview of the
old salty captain who could smell the fish that were running through three fathoms
of water, but this is the 21* Century. Come on.

The reef plan has worked well. Perhaps too well. Where there is a dollar to be
made, someone will go to make. So it was that the commercial fishermen found
their way to the artificial reefs. Lobsters moved in. Black sea bass moved in. A
host of other species came to the reefs, as planned. What was not planned was
that the commercial fishermen would drop pots on the reef. You know what a pot
is, it is one of those boxy thing that fish and lobsters can get into but they can’t get
out. The pot goes down, the fish swim in, the pot gets hauled up a few days later
and then the catch goes to market.

But the pots do some other things too. They take a lot of the fish. And they tangle
up recreational fishing gear. All of that makes the recreational fishing industry
quite unhappy. Rightfully so, these are supposed to be their reefs. But the
commercial guys say, “Hold on there! You built these reefs and attracted our
commercial species away from natural fishing areas and left us no choice but to
drop our pots on the reefs. You have already practically regulated us out of
business. Now you are kicking us off the reefs too?”

So here’s the trap. Both the recreational fishing industry and the commercial
fishing industry are large parts of the New Jersey economy. Both have very active
and very hardworking lobbyists. Both command large blocks of voters. The reef is
a dangerous place. Just ask Nemo.

Today the Senate Environment and Energy Committee approved a bill that would
make it the law of the state of New Jersey that no commercial fishing could take
place on the artificial reefs. The Assembly Agricultural and Natural Resources
Committee is supposed to approve the bill as well. Seems like progress. BUT.

The same bill came out of committee in the 2006-2007 legislative session and



died. The same bill came out of committee in the 2008-2009 legislative session and
died. So clearly, this bill has a long way to go. Could it be that advancing the bill
out of committee demonstrates to the recreational fishing industry that the
Legislature is trying, but killing the bill later demonstrates to the commercial
fishing industry that the Legislature cares about them too? Or is that too New
Jersey?
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EVERYBODY’S IRISH ON .

According to the Mother Nature Network, Groundhog Day grows out of a pagan Irish
festival. Like almost everything. From MNN:

Groundhog Day as we know it began around 1887 in Punxsutawney, but its roots
go back hundreds and even thousands of years. The holiday has origins in the
ancient Celtic festival of Imbolc, which was held Feb. 1, halfway between the
Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox. Imbolc was a festival for the coming spring,
and often featured primitive meteorology in an attempt to predict or control how
quickly spring arrived.

As Christianity swept through the British Isles, missionaries incorporated Brigid,



the Celtic goddess of Imbolc, into St. Brigid of Kildare, a patron saint of Ireland.
Imbolc was replaced with Candlemas, a feast dedicated to St. Brigid that took place
every year on Feb. 2.

Candlemas is primarily a religious holiday, but it continued to be a big day for
weather forecasting, too. Tradition held that winter wasn't over if Candlemas was
sunny enough to cast shadows, but a cloudy, shadow-free day suggested spring
had sprung. According to one old saying, "If Candlemas Day be bright and clear,
there'll be two winters in the year."

The Germans in Pennsylvania added the groundhog. But the traditional comes out of
the mists of ancient Ireland. Ever ybody’' s I rish on Gr

The Book of g mom—
Timothy K B

The occasional blog of
Tim Donohue on the
topic of things that
threaten
the "'last best hope of
man on Earth."

-The opinions express in this blog
are solely those of the blogger and
do not necessarily represent the
views of GOPLOG.com, although
there is a good chance that they do.
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Barackds Three Branches of

Performing my Patriotic Duty to watch the State of the Union address (with barf bag at the
ready), | came to an interesting conclusion. Barack Obama wanted to be giving that
speech, about as much as | wanted to be hearing it.

Aside from the substance (or lack there of) in the speech, it was the tone that struck me.
After a year of watching, |1 0ve come to
as really cramping hisstyle. He 6s got a Pl an, we voted h
and the Gang take it from here.

If we would all just take a nice long nap, under the ever-warming sun, we could wake up in
a few years in a Government sponsored Utopia. No need to probe or question. No reason to
doubt or worry. Barry and the boys got it covered. Pay no attention to the Man Behind
the Curtain!

Sorry, but the reality is that Obama totally misread his mandate. He won a majority of the
vote. But the majority of thosevot er s wer endét signing up
Ameri cao t hat BdrakObamawas alestad fontlgree reasons:

1. Bush fatigue

2. The economic crisis

3.  Hope and Change - People thought is would be cool (and assuage their Liberal Guilt)
to vote for a black dude. (A clean, articulate, black dude, in the words of Joe Biden).

Most Votes for Obama were not a Vote for Big Government. They were votes to shake up
Abusi ness as us uPaopl®were disgugied svithigoveyrimenhand sick of the
corruption and influence peddling. Barack was going to transcend all that (remember) and
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raise us up (while lowering the sea levels) to a new day of purity and transparency. In one
year, weobdbve gone fromaA NewsbDawe@drRawmit

On Election Night, | predicted that Obama and his cadre would misread the results and
over-reach to expand government and that the American People would push back. 1 just
never dream how far they would over-reach or how hard we would push back. We just
wonoét play along and the Anointed One i

Why even the Congress and the Supreme C
their sole duty is to rubber stamp the road map to Socialist Nirvana. Those pesky
separation of powers keep popping up. In his speech, Obama noted that the disobedient
Senate would not pass his requested resolution to form a Blue Ribbon Commission to study
the deficit. (Stopmeifyou 6 ve hear d t IDismissinghe wilboéthed egisldtiye
Branch, Barack said, in effect, they do
start my own Commission. NANA-NANA-BOO-BOO

The President didnot htargettoswab dt was thenerdyfkalg,
sitting in the front of the class, The Supreme Court. In an unprecedented show of bullying
and intimidation, Obama bluntly scolded the Justices in front of the Nation, for daring to
rule in favor of the 1 Amendment and Free Speech. Like a typical schoolyard bully,
Barack made sure he had his subservient posse of Democratic lackeys to back up his
Chicago Ward bravado.

There is an ugly side to Mr. Sweetness and Light that seems to be cracking the Joe Cool

personaever more frequently, as car after «ce
Frustratingly, we just won6ét seem to co
Webre all just too dumb to realize ia a
quick.

Seems Barry would prefer three new bran

Tim Donohue
2/1/10



