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ABOUT THE EDITOR
THREE TOWNS TO WATCH

Very shortly, municipal candidates will file petitions for nonpartisan elections in May
and for partisan primary elections in June. Three towns bear close watching, since
control of the governing bodies is at stake.

First, there is the nonpartisan election in Cape May. Three incumbents have
announced that they will not seek reelection. This is extremely unusual. Most
elected officials, once in power, do everything that they can to stay there. The fact
that three members of a five member governing body would choose to go quietly is
exceptional. This leaves the door open in Cape May for a complete change in
direction. If an organized group of three can put together a winning campaign, the


http://goplog.com/page1.html

policies and directin of the County’s Victorian jewel could well be set by the new
comers.

The same holds true for Lower Township. Three seats are up, and it appears all three
incumbents will run again: Tom Conrad (R), Glenn Douglas (R) and Wayne Mazurek
(D). In 2008, two independent candidates, Mike Beck and Kevin Lare, swept out the
Cape May County Regular Republican Organization candidates, Walt Craig and Bob
Nolan. Afterwards, Douglas, Conrad and Mazurek pretty much rode the Beck-Lare
wave. Only recently have there been some public debates over appointments and
school vouchers where other members of the governing body have run contrary to
Beck. There may be greater change in Lower if the two Republican incumbents can
win re-election and pull in a third Republican who could knock off Mazurek. That
would make a 3-2 Republican majority and possibly result in a new direction in
Lower.

Perhaps the most intriguing race is in Middle Township. Dan Lockwood managed to
pull off the nearly impossible feat of winning as a Republican in Middle in 2009. The
Democrats have been smartly strategic in defending incumbent Susan DeLanzo,
moving her into the Mayor’s seat and featuring her wherever possible. But Middle
may be looking at another split Democratic ticket. At least two other Democrats are
said to be mulling independent bids for Township Committee. If the Middle
Township Republicans can manage to field a legitimate candidate, they could be well
on their way to picking up a second seat in as many years and taking control of the
Township from the Democrats. The Middle Township race is certain to be extremely
hard-fought, as this town is the Citadel of Democratic control in Cape May County.
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HAVEN'T GOT TIME FOR THE PAIN?

A couple of months ago, we predicted on these pages that Chris Christie would
probably be faced with a shutdown of state government before a 2010-2011 budget
could be agreed upon. If this week’s events are any indication, that prediction may
come true.

Christie called an extraordinary joint session of the Legislature to announce that
everyone better get ready to share the pain. He told school districts that they would
have to use up whatever surplus they have above their 2% allowance before they
would get more state aid. He told state and local workers that they will be
contributing more to their pensions and the cost of their benefits. He announced
that pension calculation methods will be changed and the days of cashing in vast
amounts of sick time and vacation time are coming to an end.

The Governor did this knowing that there is a package of bills in the Legislature
which would allow for these things to happen. But it also appears that Chris Christie
is pulling pages from the Rudy Giuliani playbook. In 2007, in another life, | had the
opportunity to sit with America’s Mayor and listen to him describe his approach to
executive leadership. Giuliani explained that when he came into the Mayor’s Office
in New York he had his people (read: lawyers) figure out exactly how far he could go
to effectuate reforms utilizing only the power of the executive branch. Christie has
said he is doing the same thing, in so many words.

The executive spends the money the legislative branch gives it to run the



government. In recent years we have had an executive that liked to spend wildly
with a legislature that liked to give more and more of our tax dollars away. Now, it
appears we may have an executive who is intent on not spending, even if the
legislature wants him to. At the moment, the Governor is popular AND his policies
are popular.

This becomes an immense challenge for those many legislators who were able to
have it both ways under previous administrations. Under Whitman, McGreevey and
Corzine, it was easy for those legislators because they could cherry pick certain
actions of the Governor to intermittently praise or protest, depending on the mood
of the electorate back in the home district. They could attack the Governor when
he/she was unpopular, or they could attack unpopular policies. But at this unique
moment in time, they cannot attack the policies or the Governor.

Christie is promising pain across the board. Every legislative district will feel it. Every
pet project is under review. Every board and commission is being scrutinized. The
axe is coming. Already, the NJEA and the CWA, arguably the state’s two most
powerful unions, are objecting to the Christie reforms. But the people are not. The
people want reform. The proposed pension and benefits reforms, at this point, will
apply only to new hires. So, while currently employed teachers, police officers and
state workers find the reforms objectionable, they cannot yet claim to be negatively
impacted by them. While certain legislators begin to question the new direction the
Christie administration wants to take New Jersey in, they must walk a dangerous
tight rope lest they be painted as obstructing the reforms the people voted for last
November.

The question now is, how long can the Governor sustain his personal popularity AND
the popularity of his agenda. Currently, this is a potent political combination. If the
Christie administration can find a way to maintain this rare popular combo into the
Spring and the dirty work of preparing next year’s budget, we could see genuine
reform and the beginning of the slow turn of the ship of state toward

prosperity. But, when you begin to see legislators speaking out in defense of the
status quo, you will know that they are not prepared for the pain of reform. You will
know that they are not confident that they can carry the reform banner and still be
re-elected in 2011. If you see legislators begin to choose narrow self-interest over
the broader interests of our children in New Jersey, get ready for an ugly brawl and
the shut-down we predicted.



Lest you think The Process is crazy, check out this report from the Times of
London:
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/environment/article7026317.ece

*This blog firstappearedon Mi ke Donohue’s Dblog, The F
May County Herald website. Nearly 2000 people read it in less than 48

hours, so we figured we’'d post it on GOP
**By the way, I'm not ruling out that the Earth may be in a warming trend. The Earth has

seen extreme periods of Global Warming, there is no doubt about it. In fact, where you

are sitting right now may once have been covered by a glacier during the last ICE AGE.
That glacier melted and retreated north as the Earth warmed, BEFORE A SINGLE CAR

EVER TOOLED DOWN AN ASPHALT COVERED ROAD
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Timothy

The occasional blog of Tim
Donohue on the topic of
things that threaten
the "'last best hope of man
on Earth.”

-The opinions express in this blog are
solely those of the blogger and do not
necessarily represent the views of
GOPLOG.com, although there is a
good chance that they do.
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Inherit the Win
Barack Obama takes a knee (and all the credit) in Irag.

Our favorite team is about to put another hard fought victory in the win column for
the good old U.S. of A. While heavily favored, the squad had to go on the road and
battle an opponent who wouldn’t play by the rules, in a hot and hostile
environment. What started as a blowout, turned into a bloody test of wills. Many on
the sidelines were ready to throw in the towel and openly rooted against our men (and
ladies) in the desert khaki uniforms. When the outcome looked in doubt, these
“Sunshine Patriots” headed for the exits, trying to beat the traffic headed for the
Blame Bush Expressway.

But a huge roadblock got thrown in their way.... the Surge worked.

President Bush, ignoring the polls and the pundits, stuck to his guns, listened to his
Generals and trusted his troops. With the game very much in doubt, Bush broke the
huddle with an audible that put our enemies in Irag on their heels and rallied the Iraqi
people to have faith in their own mission, to build a free and prosperous nation. The
Americans and Iraqis finalized The Status of Armed Forces Agreement in November
of 2008, all we needed to do was seal the deal and run out the clock.

Enter Barack Obama. On the sidelines he carped that we shouldn’t be in the game in
the first place. He complained about the Coach’s strategy and promised his fans on
the Left that when he got behind center he would forfeit, take his ball and go home!
Even as the tide turned and his team pounded towards a win, the new President
refused to acknowledge the success of his predecessor’s game plan.



Now our troops are coming home. The last of the gallant U.S. Marines that shed their
blood for freedom in places like Fallujah and Ramadi are leaving Irag

triumphant. Their posts are being assumed by Iraqi troops supported by elements of
the U.S. Army. While sporadic violence continues, the Insurgency has lost the grass
root support needed to sustain it. And while Democratic critics of the Iraqi
Parliament whine about the fledgling government’s fits and starts, one could argue
that the new legislature in Bagdad has shown much more bravery, honor and fortitude
then the poll-driven partisans on Capital Hill.

They just can’t bring themselves to say it...BUSH WAS RIGHT.

And he did all the heavy lifting. He made his share of bad calls to be sure. He threw
some picks, took some sacks and piled up some penalties. Battered and bruised, he
was forced to leave the field with his team in the Red Zone. At this stage Victory in
Iraq is a fragile thing. But thanks to the fortitude of Bush and the troops he led, a win
Is within our grasp.

Now as the clock winds down, Barack takes the field in his shiny new uniform. He’s
gonna take a knee...run out the clock.....and get carried off the field in triumph.

In the World according to Joe Biden, Obama can now put the Iraqi War MVP Trophy
up there on the mantle next to his Nobel Peace Prize.

Al am very optimistic about -- about Iraq. | mean, this could be one of the great
achievements of this administration. You're going to see 90,000 American troops
come marching home by the end of the summer. You're going to see a stable
government in Iraq that is actually moving toward a representative government.
A, according to Biden.

This is a stunningly arrogant statement from a ruling Party whose efforts to lose this
war have bordered on aiding and abetting the enemy. Consider the following
statements:

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi-i The gains have not
effect, which is the reconciliation of Irag. This is a failure. This is a failure."

Pelosi said Democrats would back a resolution “declaring that President Bush's
decision to send additional troops to Iraq is 'not in the national interest of the United
States.™

Senate Majority Leader HarryReid-il bel i eve ¢é t hathisi
surge is not accomplishing anything




Altdos a failed strategy for our trc
at home and itbdés dangerous that the
the ground in Iraq,"”

Senator Joe Biden - "'l believe the president has no strategy for success in lraqg,"
Biden said. ""His plan is to muddle through, and hand the problem off to his
successor."

Don’t forget, Biden’s brilliant plan was to partition Iraq into separate regions. A plan
that would have left a weak and fractured nation seething with tribal animosities,
sharing a border with an increasingly belligerent Iran.

Senator Barack Obama - ""Here's what we know. The surge has not worked.
And they said today, "Well, even in September, we're going to need more time."
So we're going to kick this can all the way down to the next president, under the
president's plan.”

Abandoning Irag and humiliating George Bush in the process was a major plank in the
Democratic platform from the day things got tough in Irag. The volume and ferocity
of the foaming-mouth attacks from the Left on Bush were unprecedented and
wholeheartedly condoned by the likes of Pelosi, Reid and Obama.

For this Party of Saboteurs to now claim credit for success in this conflict is an insult
to the brave men and women of our Armed Forces who left their blood, sweat and
tears on the grisly gridiron of war in Irag. Vice President Biden owes them and their
real Commander in Chief, an apology.



