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A BRIDGE TOO FAR? 
  In 2007 with Nick Asselta and Jeff Van Drew locked in a fierce battle for the 
District One Senate seat, an old, battered and abandoned bridge in Upper 

http://www.goplog.com/page1.html


Township became campaign ground-zero.  For those of us who grew up in Cape 
May County, the bridge was a symbol of a simpler time.  The closest McDonalds 
around was in Atlantic County and on rare occasions my parents would load my six 
siblings and I into the family station wagon and treat us.  We use to beg my dad to 
drive the old truckster over the Beesley’s Point Bridge because it made you feel like 
you were riding on the water as compared to the vaulting  Parkway bridge.  But in 
’07, the bridge became a political football. 
  Standing alongside Congressman Frank LoBiondo, Assselta announced a 
partnership with the Congressman to find a way to get state and federal money to 
fix the bridge and restore the old link between Somers Point and Beesley’s 
Point.  Van Drew needed to take the bridge issue off the table and sell a better 
plan. 
  The County Bridge Commission stepped in.  Under the plan, the people of Cape 
May County would buy the bridge for a dollar from the private owners who had 
taken a bunch of state money and failed to make repairs. The County would then 
borrow money  ($20 million estimate), fix the bridge and use the tolls to offset the 
debt service.  Maybe some state DOT money to help, maybe not.  Actually, not a 
horrible plan if the toll money is sufficient to cover the debt service and for the $20 
million the taxpayers get an alternate route to Atlantic County for a few decades. 
(The Cape May County taxpayers, that is.  No part of the plan includes any 
contribution from Atlantic County). 
  The approach worked for Van Drew in ‘07.  Cape May County and Upper Township 
government endorsed the plan and the issue was dead for all intents and purposes 
in the 2007 campaign.  In the lead up to the 2009 Assembly race, it was announced 
that the 2007 plan was still on track.  Studies were about to be completed that 
would paint the true picture and let work begin on the project.  The taxpayers of 
Cape May County have implicitly approved the plan with their silence on the issue 
and their preference for Van Drew over Asselta for the state Senate seat in ’07. 
  The date for the disclosure of the all important bridge study growing out of the 
2007 campaign is now February 2010.  That is when the taxpayers of Cape May 
County will find out if the $20 million figure from 2007 is in the ballpark.   Or 
not.  There are obviously larger questions than the repair of a bridge here.  Does 
this become a bridge over troubled political waters if the estimate is low by ten or 
twenty million dollars?  Are Cape May County taxpayers in Lower Township willing 
to make an open-ended taxpaying commitment for the temporary repair of a long-
closed bridge in Upper Township?  Is the bridge an issue in the 2010 freeholder 
race or the 2011 legislative races if the plan proves to be unworkable?  Is this an 
issue in a potential Van Drew v. LoBiondo 2010 congressional race? 
  



The February report looms large as we kick off the 2010 election cycle. 
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EXECUTIVE ORDER 161?  PUBLIC TAKE OVER OF PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS? 

  

On his way to catch his rail out of town, Jon Corzine may give us gay marriage, 
hundreds of lame duck appointments, an $8 billion budget gap and, oh by the way, 
the public takeover of private schools. 
 On December 22, 2009, less than a month before officially getting the voters’ boot 
from Trenton, Corzine signed Executive Order 161.  161 creates a brand new 
commission. (Aren’t we supposed to be eliminating these things?)  
 
The Study Commission on New Jersey Non-Public Schools has a broad and 



troubling mandate:  To consider and make recommendations on how to most 
effectively utilize state and federal funds within legal boundaries; and prioritize 
areas for such funding, as well as recommendations regarding criteria for funding.  
  
 LOOK OUT!  That is Trenton speak for:  Let’s find a way for the state to take over 
private schools by dangling money in front of them and putting all kinds of 
conditions on how they get the money. 
  
And we want Trenton meddling in private schools why?  So they can require 
Catholic schools to hire only members of NJEA?  So we can mandate private school 
curriculum from Trenton?  So we can further burden local and state taxpayers with 
the cost of paying for public and private schools? 
 
 Can Jon Corzine please get the hell out of Trenton before he does any more harm 
to the state!! 
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2010 PREDICTIONS ON THE NATIONAL STAGE 
 
1.  VAN DREW DOES NOT RUN AGAINST LOBIONDO:  Despite the urging of 
Democrats in Washington and the promise of millions of dollars of support, Jeff 
Van Drew will not run against Frank LoBioindo in 2010.  Though Van Drew is almost 
certain to have broad support from Republicans in Cape May County, this would be 
a very risky challenge and not one worth risking a state Senate seat over.  At this 
point it appears that Van Drew is content to wait out LoBiondo and either step up 
when LoBiondo retires, or wait for the political dynamic in the district to turn his 
way. 

 
2.  REPUBLICANS TAKE BACK THE HOUSE:  In a clear message election, Republicans 
take back the House of Representatives.  Conservative Democrats who stole seats 
in 2006 and 2008 in traditionally Republican districts are punished for the socialist 
and detached legislation and policies coming out of Washington.  LoBiondo gets a 
key Chairmanship. 
 
3.  ISRAEL BOMBS IRANIAN NUCLEAR SITES:  Left with no other choice after months 
of appeasement by the Obama administration toward the Iranian regime, Israel 
strikes Iranian nuclear facilities and suffers conventional missle attacks from Iran 
and from Hamas in Lebanon and Gaza.  The Obama adminstration instructs the US 
Ambassador to the United Nations to vote in favor of a Resolution condemning the 
Israeli airstrikes. 
 



4.  PALIN, ROMNEY, SANTORUM AND PAWLENTY CONFIRM RUNS FOR PRESIDENT:  
In an effort to get ahead of one another and other potential candidates, Sarah 
Palin, Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum and Tim Pawlenty all annouce the formation of 
formal Presidential Exploratory Committees in 2010. 
 
5.  THE ECONOMY SLIPS BACK INTO RECESSION:  After several quarters of weak 
growth, the U.S. economy slips back into the red in a double dip recession.  The 
U.S. loses borrowing power and cannot finance any further bailouts or stimulus 
programs.  But with the government finally out of the way, the private 
sector retools and consolidates and begins to drive the economy back into the 
black. 

 
TIGER REDUX (OR - HATE TO SAY I TOLD YOU SO) 
 

Our last National Page GOPLOG featured this conclusion:  But we may all be pegged 
for fools if the Tiger story is interrupted for breaking news of an Iranian missile attack 
on Tel Aviv or news of a major Taliban victory in Southeastern Afghanistan.   
 
Sadly, this past week saw the continued crushing of the Iranian student uprising; the 
ambush and murder of 8 Americans at a CIA base in Afghanistan and the attempted 
murder by a Muslim terrorist of 300 people on a flight over Detroit.  A near-miss 
attack that the Obama adminsitration admitted it should have been able to prevent. 
 
Fore! 
 
Tiger was rocked out of the headlines by the harsh reality of the world we live in. 
 


